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REMARKS, Ge. 


DISIGIISICISONISISIOCOITI IS 


N Wedneſday the 11th of September, 
1776, Langley preached a funeral 
ſermon, or made an oration in memory of 
his deceaſed brother, William Auſtin, 
and fellow- traveller and labourer in the 
- Lord's vineyard, as he called him, or his 
fellow-wanderer in the wild enthuſiaſtical 
wilderneſs of Satan, .as I term him: His 
text was Hebrews the ixth and 27th verſe, 
« Tt is appointed unto all men once to 
die, but after this the judgment.” And | 
hereupon (to my weak and dull apprehene 
_ ſion) 
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ſion) he ſpake reaſonably upon death and 
judgment, under ſeveral heads; and then 
diſcourſed on the doctrine of the new- 
birth, or being born again, in ſuch a wild 
manner, as, in my opinion, was more likely 
to bring men to miſcarry by falling into 
deſpair, than to bring forth the fruits of 
righteouſneſs unto holineſs in newneſs of 
life by true repentance; and cauſe more 
to end their lives by ſelf murder, than to 
reform them by true repentance. And 
herein he told us over and over ſeveral 
times, that the new-birth was not baptiſm 
by water; but what it was, or what he 
meant thereby, by what he ſaid thereon, 
I could not underſtand. But by this wild 
deſcription thereof, and what J have other- 
wiſe read and heard, of the terrible 
and dreadful pangs of the travel of his 
new-birth, and the fruits of deſpair, horror, 
| confuſion, and madneſs, that it frequently 
brings forth; I can impute it to nothing 
elſe, but the devil being turned mother- 
| midnight. 
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midnight. He then proceeded to utter a 
hideous, wild, ſenſeleſs, and nauſeous and 
moſt diſagreeable panegyric on his de- 
ceaſed brother, and himſelf, as being com- 
panions (from their firſt acquaintance) and 
like Paul and Silas travelling together in 
the work of the Lord, and in ſuffering to- 
gether for the Lord: And in particular 
their being inſulted by the mob, when he 
was preaching at Quainton-Croſs, and at 
Aileſbury, by their throwing ſome ſtones, 
much water, and ſome particles of glaſs, 
at and upon them, whereby one of their ſiſ- 
ters was wounded in her face even to blood- 
ſhed. And in particular, mentioned Joſeph 
Burnham as a perſon that deſerved to be 
ſtigmatized, by being poſted up for his ill 
behaviour to them. And alſo of his con- 
| ſtant viſiting and attending his ſaid brother 
in his laſt ſickneſs, and of their ſvrect and 
comfortable converſation together to the 
hour of his death. And as to the reſt, or 
latter part of his wild diſcourſe, it was, for 
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the moſt part, only a repetition of the 
| ſpeeches or ſentences he uſed in the for- 
mer part of his extempore wild oration. 
He (as I have been told) declared to Ed- 
ward Turner, one of his Thame converts, 
or great admirers, That he knew nothing 
of what he ſhould fay in the pulpit, or 
what text he ſhould take 'till he came 
there ; but fully depended on the immedi- 
ate aſſiſtance of the Holy-Ghoſt therein, 
like the apoſtles and prophets, and holy men 
of old, who ſpake as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. From whence I obſerve, that 
this monſtrous proud blaſphemous wretch, 
by his fatanical pride, makes himſelf equal 
to, yea above Chriſt, his apoſtles and pro- 
phets, by his leaving off, diſufing and en: 
punging « of the reading of the boly ſcrip- 
tures, out of his ſpiritual performances, 
which contain the whole and perfect will 
of God, delivered unto the ſons of men by 
their miniſtry, to make room for the wild 
extaſics, effuſions, and ſudden ſuggeſtions, 

or 


(7) 

or conceptions of his own giddy brain, 
And here, I further obſerve, that thoſe wild, 
falſe and blaſphemous pretences to inſpira- 
ration, are no new things, but were ever 
the practice of impoſtors in all ages; eſpe- 
cially under the Oliverian uſurpation, 
wherein, not only the Quakers and Mug- 
gletonians, but alſo the Seckers, Ranters, 
and many other ſets of Anabaptiſts 
(above thirteen to the dozen) and other 
enthuſiaſts, all followed their many differ- 
ent and blaſphemous opinions, contrary the 
one to another, and all under this falſe pre- 
tence of divine inſpiration. And Muggle- 
ton, in particular, affirmed, that the com- 
miſſion given unto him, and to his fellow⸗ 
witneſs, John Reeves, by God the Father, 
as the two laſt witneſſes ſpoken of in the 
book of the Revelations, was greater than 
the commiſſions given either to Moſes and 
the prophets, or to Chriſt and his apoſtles; 
and that their commiſſion or diſpenſation 
of the will of God, was the laſt that 
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ſhould be given to the world. And that 
| they were the two laſt prophets that ſhould 
be ſent therein. And alſo further afirmed, 
that all who read their books, and did not 
believe them, were certainly damned. 
And that they had povrer to damn all 
whom they pleaſed. Now as to believe all 
thoſe prophets, would be to believe con- 
tradition itſelf, and that in its molt fool- 
iſh dreſs; ſo to believe any one of them 
would be to diſbelieve all the reſt; for who 
Fan imagine, taatthe Holy- Ghoſt, the foun- 
tain of perfect wiſdow, will ever conde- 
ehid to deſcend into ſo many ſingularities 
and claching contradictions as are held and 
taught. by thoſe different ſects, for the 
holy will and word of Almighty God. 
And as to believe what any one of thoſe 
prophets ſay of the others, 1s to believe all 
the reſt to be de ceived ; ſo to believe them 
all, is to believe them all to be deceived ; 
end herein I proteſt, that I do believe 
them all, For it his ever been the cuſtom 


of 
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of them all, to curſe and call each other 
falſe prophets, and that in the name of the 
Lord. And alſo I propoſe to prove to any 
that ſhall deſire it, that all thoſe fellows, 
who vainly pretend to have ſuch great and 
extraordinary gifts of the Holy-Ghoſt, ori- 
ginally proceeded and ſprang from Simon 
Magus, and his followers, who had neither 
part or lot in that matter, Acts viii. 21. 
And herein I alſo obſerve, that thoſe who 
hold forth with their eyes ſhut, under the 
falſe pretence of inſpiration by the Holy- 
Ghoſt, generally grope as in the dark, wan- 
der as without a guide, gape as a fiſh out 
of water, and catch at the next thing they 
can come at like a man in it, for fear of 
being drowned, Now, as thoſe ſanctified 
hypocrites, and wolves in ſheeps clothing, 
make as good ſaints, when transform'd into 
miniſters of righteouſneſs, as Satan makes 
an angel of light, when he transforms him- 
ſelf thereinto, and as the apoſtle fays of 


ſuch ſeducers, who transform themſelves 
into 
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| into miniſters of righteouſneſs, as Satan the 
prince of darkneſs transforms himſelf into 


an angel of light, II Cor, xi. 15, «© Whoſe 
end ſhall be according to their works;“ 
So, from hence I obſerve, that thoſe who 


thro' pride, fin like the fallen apoſtate an- 


gels, ſhall, like them, be eternally reproba- 


ted, and forever caſt out of the favour of 


God, without. being allowed mercy upon 
repentange, and for ever excluded from 
the means of grace, and hope of glory. 
From hence it plainly and fully appears; 
that their ſpiritual and powerful way of 
preaching and praying, ſo much talked and 
bragged off, by ignorant men in our dark 


conventicles, is but a nauſeous, or at the 
beſt a vicious pronunciation, and mere 
counterfeit eloquence; certainly much too 


groſs to paſs upon any but the moſt igno- 
rant, unbred and unthinking people; who 
think, yea, are aſſured in their own giddy, 


weak minds, that they hear a moſt able, 
powerful, and ſpiritual-gifted preacher, 


if 


61 
if his voice be ſharp, quavering, and as 
tho he ſung; if he draw out ſome of his 
words with a mournful accent, or hideous 
tone; if he ſtrains his ſides and lungs, 
din, and rave, and (as we ſay) be obſtre- 
perous ; diſtort his mouth and lips immo- 
derately ; lean his head on one ſhoulder, 
and beat his breaſt and pulpit as tho' he 
was in fits; talk of heaven, and hell, of 
falvation, and damnation, at random, like 
a madman, and flinging about his hands 
with his eyes ſhut, fighting the devil in a 
rapturous and ramping manner, talking to 
Almighty God and of him, as if he was 
his fellow. Vo. 

To conclude; From all falſe doctrine, 
hereſy and ſchiſm, good Lord, deliver us; 
and bring into the way of truth, all ſuch 
as have erred, and are deceived ; ſtrengthen 
them that do ſtand, comfort and help the 
weak-hearted, and raiſe up them that fall; 
and finally beat down Satan under our feet. 
7 3 Another 


N * 


+ | 12) 
Another fanatic, on Sunday, Auguſt the 
21ſt, (I think they called him Wells) 
preaching upon Amos iv. and part of the 


12th verſe, <* Prepare to meet thy God, 


ls O Iſrael.” And in his wild oration, with 


his eyes ſhut, ſpeaking of the dreadful 
puniſhment of the wicked at the day of 


Judgment, he ſaid, That he could not with 


it to his enemy, no not to Satan himſelf : 


At which I called aloud to him, and ſaid, 


Then you are not of God's mind. Now as 
this giddy fanatic, in this his pretended 
ſpiritual performance, ſaid the Lord's prayer, 
whereby he beg'd that God's will might be 


done on earth, as it is in heaven; what 


ſpirit, but the devil, or his own giddy 
brain, could move him not to wiſh, that 
the ſame will may be done in hell alſo. 
And as it is written, I Cor. chap. vi. 
2d and zd verſes, That the Saints ſhall 


judge the world and angels; from whence 


I learn, that the ſaints, as aſſeſſors with 


Chriſt, and approvers of his righteous ſen- 


tence, - 
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tence, at the great, day of judgment, will 
give their conſent to the condemnation of 
wicked men and apoſtate anyels. And ag 
to this blaſphemous wretch, proteſting 
that he could not wiſh the dirctul judg- 
ments of God to none, no not to his ene- 
my, nor even to Satan himſelf, I ſhall at 
preſent add, Him that reproveth God, let 
him anſwer it. And Jude 14th it is writ= 
ten, And Enoch alſo the ſeventh from Adam 
propheſied of theſe, ſaying, Behold the Lord 
cometh with 10,000 of his ſaints to exe- 
cute judgment upon all. And alſo, in the 
IId epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, chap. i. 
7. 8, 9 and 1oth verſes, St. Paul declares, 
That the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from 
heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance of them that know 
not God, and obey not the goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who ſhall be puniſhed 
with everlaſting deſtruction from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, and from the glory of 

his 
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his power, when he ſhall come to be glo- 
rified in his ſaints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe. From whence I learn, 
that Chriſt when he ſhall come again in 
glory, attended with ſaints and angels, to 
judge both the quick and the dead, that the 
glory of his juſtice in the condemnation of 
the wicked, will be by them greatly ad- 
mired, but not comparably with the glory 
of his ey, in the ſalvation of the righ- 
teous. U Chriſt! how will this ſtrike thy 
adoring angels into an eternal extaſy of 
holy admiration, and thy admiring faints, 
into an eternal rapture, when thou ſhalt 
come to be glorified in thy ſaints, and ad- 
mired in all them that believe | Thus we 
ſee, that both ſaints and angels will glorify 
God for his juſt and righteous judgment at 
the laſt day. And if this fanatic wretch 
cannot wiſh the terrible ſufferings, or dread- 
ful horrors of that day to Satan, fo I think 
Satan does nat wiſh it to himſelf, becauſe 


he is ſaid to believe and tremble thereat ; 
and 


6 
and inſtead of following the advice of st. 
Paul, Phil. ii. 5. Let this mind be in you 
which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus; He ſeems 
to me, by his own words, to be of the mind 


of the devil. And as to his not deſiring of 


God's judgments upon his enemies; I ob- 
ſerve, that when his judgments are to his 
glory, then we ought to deſire them: As 
under the 5th ſeal, in the vi. chap. of the 
Revelations, we find that the holy martyrs 
cried with a loud voice, ſaying, How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not judge 
and avenge our blood on them that dwell 
on the earth. And under the 6th ſeal, w | 
od them, with the angels, aſcribing unto _ 

Ged, Salvation, and bleſſing, and wiſdom, » 

and thankſgiving, and honour, _ power, 
and might, forever, and ever, amen, for 
the ſame. And in the xiith chap, we have 
the repreſentation of a battle between the 
church and Satan, and of the church s vic- 
tory over rin, and the triumph of the whole 

church both triumphant | in heaven and mili- 
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* s doom, deſerves to partake thereof. 

"= To conclude; I ſhall only farther obere, 

that 2 at belt, dhe qt but a blundering job ; 

2 e Bis. eyes, thereby toying Himſelf 

* hs aſebf the nathral light * without; the 
better tochnule the folks. to believe Him to! 


have a ſpi ritual light within; and (as ſome 
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of them call it) darkening the windows 
without, that the _ * be * more 
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